
 

BAND 

 

BAND - INTRODUCTORY (Year) 

What is it like to play in a band? If you're curious try this first year course, introduction to 
band. You will learn the basics of woodwinds, brass, or percussion instruments as well 
as have the opportunity to play a variety of music genres. 

 

BAND - INTERMEDIATE (Year and Teacher Approval) 

Playing an instrument can be incredibly challenging but also a lot of fun! This course is 
for students who are looking for an intermediate level who already have 1-2 years of 
experience with a band instrument. This class will help you excel to the next level of 
music and playing ability. 

 

BAND - ADVANCED (Year and Teacher Approval) 

Are you a talented musician looking for a challenge? This is an advanced level class for 
students who have 1-3 years of experience. This course gives you the opportunity to 
continue progressing as a musician. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHOIR 

 

CHOIR - INTRODUCTORY (Semester) 

Do you find that you feel better after singing along with your favorite songs? Are you shy 
about singing by yourself but think it might be fun to sing with a group? This class will 
give you an opportunity to find your voice while other people sing alongside you. You 
will learn the basics of singing in a group, how to sing harmonies, sing in other 
languages, and find a little peace in your day through singing. One to two performances 
are required per semester. 

CHOIR - INTERMEDIATE (Year and Teacher Approval) 

Are you addicted to singing harmonies? Did you find your choir family in our beginning 
choir class? This auditioned class is designed to dive deeper into a variety of choral 
literature as well as to provide solo opportunities for performances. Students will need to 
have 1 year experience, be able to read basic music, and be able to hold harmonies.  

CHOIR - HONOR CHOIR (Year and Teacher Approval) 

This  exclusive choir holds intense learning opportunities and performance opportunities 
throughout the year. Students will sing 3 and 4 part harmonies in a variety of choral 
literature in different languages, and they will discover more about the physical, mental, 
and emotional benefits singing in a choral setting. Students will have a variety of 
performances to attend as well as special workshops and festivals.  

 

 

 



 

DRAMA 

 

DRAMA (Semester) 

Picture yourself on stage, taking on another character’s persona. If this sounds like 
something you’d enjoy, take this class. Students will spend a full semester immersed in 
building upon their theatre skills through acting, writing, and even directing. Students will 
begin the semester with theatrical games and challenges to build a collaborative 
environment. They will also work in small groups to create an original play and end the 
semester with dramatic and comedic performances. In short, the students will learn how 
to act and express themselves on stage. All students in the class will be expected to 
have at least one part in either the big play or the comedies.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

GUITAR 

 

GUITAR (Semester) 

Playing guitar in a band, around a campfire, or alone in your living room is a great life 
experience. This introductory guitar class will get students familiar with an acoustic 
guitar to play independently and with other people. Students will learn songs by hearing, 
reading TAB, and playing chords. There will be one performance at the end of the 
semester. Students may check out a guitar from the school or bring their own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

ORCHESTRA 

 

ORCHESTRA - Introductory (Year) 

Have you ever considered playing in an orchestra? This is a first year course - 
introduction to orchestra. You will have the opportunity to choose from the violin, viola, 
cello or bass. You will learn the basics of string playing as well as play a variety of 
music genres.  

 

ORCHESTRA - Intermediate (Year and Teacher Approval) 

Do you play a violin, viola, cello or bass? This intermediate level class may be the class 
for you. This is  for students who already have 1-2 years of experience with an 
orchestra instrument and are looking to improve to the next level of music and playing 
abilities. 

 

ORCHESTRA - Advanced (Year and Teacher Approval) 

Are you looking for a challenge? Advanced level orchestra is meant for students who 
have 2-3 years of experience and can play music through Book 2. If you’re looking to 
progress as a musician, this is the right place for you. 

  



 

Music Appreciation 

 
 

Music Appreciation (Semester) 

Do you love music and want to learn more about how it’s produced? Music appreciation 
will cover the fundamentals of music. Students will be introduced to  piano, learn about 
music theory, composition, arranging, music production, music history and more! 
Students will be able to create their own music and explore a variety of music genres. 
There will not be any performances for this class.  

  



 

VISUAL ARTS 

 

VISUAL ART (Semester) 

Students will create two and three-dimensional artworks exploring a variety of the 
following art media: ceramics, sculpture, painting, drawing, digital art, printmaking, and 
more. They will learn basic skills, the creative process, and the elements and principles 
of design and apply them to plan and create works of art that incorporate art history, 
culture, personal and/or social issues, and critique. Artwork will be returned after being 
displayed in the school or the community. 

VISUAL ART - Advanced (Full Year/ Teacher approval required) 

Students will study art concepts at greater depth and focus on developing technique, 
voice, and style. They will also have the opportunity to choose independent projects 
based on target needs or desired focus. Students must have taken at least one 
semester of Visual Arts Middle Level. 
 

  



 

STAGECRAFT 

 

STAGECRAFT (Semester) 

Here’s a great opportunity to show off your artistic and technical skills. Stagecraft is a 
very important aspect of drama. It is the artistic and technical area of the curriculum. 
Students will create props, costuming, makeup and special effects makeup, lighting 
effects, sound effects and anything else that is needed to enhance a theatrical 
presentation.  

 
 

 

 

  



 

STEM 

 Design and Modeling (semester long class) : 

 

Are you a creative type of person who likes to build things and solve problems, or would 
like to learn how to build things? In this class, you’ll discover the creative design 
process and learn how creativity and innovation from others has affected you in your 
life. You’ll then be challenged to use and apply what you’ve learned throughout the unit 
to design a therapeutic toy for a child who has cerebral palsy, and to create a 3D print of 
your own. (6th, 7th, and 8th grade) 

 

Note: This semester long class is required before taking the year long courses.  



 

Automation and Robotics (full year class): 

 

Curious about how machines and robots work, or what it would be like to build and 
program them? In this class you’ll learn about the history and impact of automation and 
robotics, along with what the future might look like, as you learn how robots and 
machines move, and also how to program them. You’ll be using what you know to 
design and program traffic lights, robotic arms, cars, tanks and more. (7th and 8th 
grade) 

 

  



 

Computer Science (full year class, two different classes will be taught): 

 

*App Creators 

Have you ever wondered how the apps you use on your phone or computer are 
created? This class will teach you how to use computer science to analyze and develop 
solutions to different problems through the creation of mobile apps, and will discuss how 
the use of computer science influences other job areas and our society as whole. At the 
end of the unit, you will create your very own app with a partner to present to others. 
(7th and 8th grade) 

 

*Computer Science for Innovators and Makers 

Do wearable technology devices like smart watches interest you? In this class, students 
will be creating physical hardware pieces using things such as motors, pressure 
sensors, light sensors, buzzers, position sensors, and so on, and developing the 
programming software to run them. Students will build projects such as programming 
LED screens, creating a security device or alarm, programs that communicate using 
Bluetooth technology, and a final project of you and your partner’s choosing.  (7th and 
8th grade) 

 

  



 

Gateway Foundation Classes (full year class, 2 to 3 of the following classes will 
be taught based on student preferences): 

This class will introduce you to different areas of STEM and engineering that you 
can explore even further when you go up to high school. The classes taught will 
depend on student interests/preferences.  (7th and 8th grade) 

*Flight and Space 

 

Ever wondered about how airplanes and rockets work, or what goes into designing 
them? Learn the science behind how airplanes, helicopters, rockets and more work. 
You’ll learn about aeronautics and use this knowledge to design, build, and test a model 
rocket of your own. 

  



 

*Medical Detectives 

 

Do you watch true crime shows on tv and find yourself curious how the detectives figure 
out the clues? In this class you’ll play the role of real-life medical detectives as you 
collect and analyze medical data to diagnose disease. You’ll solve medical mysteries 
through hands-on projects and labs, measure and interpret vital signs, dissect a sheep 
brain, investigate disease outbreaks, extract your own DNA, and at the end of the class 
use all of your new skills to solve a crime scenario. 

*Energy and the Environment 

Have you ever been curious about the way houses, roads, and other things will look like 
in our community in the future? In this class you’ll explore sustainable solutions to our 
energy needs and investigate the impact of energy on our lives and the world. You’ll use 
what you’ve learned to design and model alternative energy sources, as well as 
evaluate options for reducing energy consumption. 

*Magic of Electrons 

Curious how electricity works? In this class you’ll examine the behavior and parts of 
atoms as well as the impact of electricity on the world around you. You’ll learn skills in 
basic circuitry design and use what you know to propose designs such as a burglar 
alarm for an art museum. 

 

  



 

YESS 

 

YESS Mentor (Full Year) 

Be a leader. Be a positive role model for others and show your Ranum Knight pride. 
Students will be paired up with an incoming 6th grader and work together through our 
social-emotional curriculum. This class provides mentors with leadership opportunities 
and will help prepare them for their future. 

Full year 

YESS Mentee (Full Year) 

What do I need to know about middle school? If you find yourself asking this question, 
this is a great opportunity for you. Students will be paired up with a high achieving 7th or 
8th grader who will work with and support their 6th grade mentee for the entire school 
year and beyond. This class will give student’s the personal, social, emotional and life 
skills they need to prepare them for future success. 

 

PERSONAL FINANCE (Semester) 

This class can help you learn to deal with money in a variety of fun ways.  You will have 
a chance to buy, sell, and track stocks by participating in a stock market game.  This 
class will give you a good idea how much items and services actually cost to help you 
make smart money choices down the road. 

 

 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION and HEALTH 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Full or Semester)  

Stay active! Stay Fit! The Physical Education program provides each student with the 
opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program consisting of skill development, 
team sports, and physical fitness activities. The students receive instruction in rules, 
skills, and strategies associated with the different sports as well as learning experiences 
involving physical conditioning. This is a great opportunity to become involved in lifelong 
physical activities. The program promotes the spirit of cooperation, leadership, fair play, 
and friendly competition. 

 

HEALTH (Semester) 

This course is designed to promote awareness of physical, mental, emotional and social 
developmental needs for optimal health throughout life.  This course is designed to 
assist each student in developing and maintaining a lifestyle that promotes wellness by 
providing accurate and up-to-date health related information as the foundation for 
making educated, responsible, and healthy personal health decisions.  

 

 

  



 

AVID 

 

AVID (Year) 

Students will develop and reinforce attitudes, skills, and knowledge to successfully enter 
and complete a college prep academic program in high school. Students will learn and 
apply study skills and learning strategies to improve performance in the content areas: 
Note taking, outlining, writing, speaking, reading, test strategies and the use of 
technology to improve performance will be stressed.  

 

 

  



 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP (YEAR) 

The goal of this class is to develop student leaders that positively represent the voices 
of the school, selflessly serving students and staff, while reaching the community. 
Leadership will support the student body by being positive examples and providing a 
fun, exciting atmosphere in which all students feel involved. Students will learn to teach, 
train, and develop the skills and behaviors of good leadership, including understanding 
leadership styles, goal-setting, time management, communication skills, human 
relations, managerial skills, and project management. 

  



 

CONNECTIONS 

 
Connections is a grade-level class that focuses on addressing the personal, social and 
emotional needs of students. Connections' teachers work closely with the counseling 
department and administration to identify the social and emotional needs of students 
and then provide learning opportunities in the classroom to meet those needs. Students 
earn personal/social learning target credit through the class.  

  



 

GENIUS HOUR 

 
Genius Hour is a where students independently select their project topic based on their 
passions. Projects range from cooking and baking to art, music and coding. Students 
start by creating a driving question to guide them through their exploration of their topic. 
By the end of the semester, students share their project with an audience.   



 

6th GRADE WHEEL 

 

 
Students spend 6 weeks with each of the following courses: 

Presentations: This course is an introduction to speech communication which emphasizes the 
practical skill of public speaking, including techniques to lessen speaker anxiety, and the use of 
visual aids to enhance speaker presentations.  

Social Emotional Learning: Students learn about Zones of Regulation including categorizing 
emotions by zone and why, posters of the different zones, videos and scenarios of students 
from last year. Next they identify zone “triggers” and they finish the rotation by tying together 
thinking with what’s happening in the body to outward reaction. 
 

AVID: Student are introduced to the basic components of the AVID program. They begin with 
organization (use of planners and binders), collaboration (team and class building), growth 
mindset, and they finish with learning how to take focused notes. 
 

Piano: Students are introduced to correct hand placements on the piano keyboard and to 
become familiar with note reading for both the right and left hands with an understanding of 
bass and treble clef. Students learn to work at their own pace learning simple five note songs.  
 

Technology: Students learn keyboarding and basic computer applications as well as how to 
explore the internet. Students learn to use Google Docs, Slides, Online Libraries, and Empower. 
Students also learn to safely access the internet for research, exploration and creation. 

Mind and Body Wellness: Students will develop comprehension and understanding in the 
areas of Personal Wellness, Mental and Emotional Health, Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco, Body 
Systems and Disease, Nutrition and Fitness, Consumer and Environmental Health, and Human 
Sexuality. 


